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CORE PRINCIPLES AND REGIONAL ALLIANCES

We continue to build capacity around our
FIVE CORE PRINCIPLES.
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ALLIANCE GOALS: All Kids...

GOAL 1: READY FOR
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DATA UPDATE: Background

In our baseline 2010 Report, we issued three years of data on the academic lives of children and youth across Texas and across Greater Houston. A
committee of data specialists at the University of Houston, Houston-area school districts, and non-profit organizations advised the Council of
Executives about which data points should be chosen.

One commitment to accountability in All Kids Alliance is that we revisit those indicators each year, adding an additional year of information and
noting changes of two sorts: changes since the most recent year and changes since the baseline (2006-2007) year.

Data and Our Regional Alliance Partners

Our indicators provide a basis for working with the regional alliances with which we will partner. The Alliance provides each regional partner the
three most recent years’ data relevant to its geographical area. Using its regional data set, each partner identifies a small set of “priority targets”
around which to begin its work to improve the academic outcomes for its children and youth.

Other Data Points

Beginning with this 2011 Update, we are also selecting a single indicator of student success: the percent of 7th grade students in Greater Houston
h who persist through high school graduation and onto college, eventually completing certificate programs or academic degrees. This
single view of attainment provides an instant measure of academic progress. It is the commitment of All Kids Alliance to
s - support and advocate for the continued production of this indicator.

In addition, the All Kids Alliance Council of Executives will identify a small set of key outcomes in 2012. Our
goal is to determine appropriate metrics for each outcome and create a system of defensible
benchmarks, near-term and longer.

Establishing a manageable set of key outcomes and benchmarking their indicators is an Alliance strategy for
leading the education community in Greater Houston toward a common conversation about academic
improvement.
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DATA UPDATE: Background

Criteria for Selecting Indicators

Based on the approach taken by Strive Together (Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky)* the Alliance Data Team recommended to our Council of
Executives that the Alliance indicator systems should be based on the following criteria:

e The set of indicators must span the “student roadmap to success” from “cradle to career.”
e Each indicator must be easily understood by stakeholders in the Greater Houston area.

e Each indicator must be reasonably consistent across school districts and higher
education jurisdictions in Greater Houston.

e The data behind an indicator must come from a trusted source.
e Each indicator must be affordably gathered and reported.

e Each indicator must measure an outcome that can be changed, to a significant
degree, by local action.

e Each indicator must be useful for decision making among local educational
institutions and supporting agencies.

* See www.strivetogether.org
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DATA UPDATE: Executive Summary

Summary Tables

While the detailed charts compare achievement in Greater Houston with Texas, we focus primarily on the children and youth in our region. The summary
tables on the following pages are exclusively based on data about Greater Houston.

The summary tables provide an overview of all the indicators included in this report. They are built around each goal and its separate indicators. The
tables include the current (2009-10) measure of each indicator for students in Greater Houston, along
with measures of change: change over the status of the indicator a year ago (2008-09) and change over
the status of the indicator during our baseline year (2006-07).

The “snapshot” nature of these tables, as well as the detailed charts, requires some caution in their
interpretation. These presentations are intended as conversation starters among advocates for children
and youth. They also will assist in identifying additional data needed to measure success and make data
-informed decisions.

The more detailed presentation of individual indicators clustered, goal by goal, with brief discussions of
their context begins on page 14.

SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT STATE OF TEXAS ASSESSMENTS

The largest single source of data is the annual state testing system currently known as the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS). We include read-
ing, math, and science results from this system in selected grades, 3rd through 11th.

Most reporting attention is given to the percent of students scoring at a level called “met standard.” This level equates to a state-defined rate for “passing.” The
good news is that there is considerable improvement in the rates at which children and youth are passing Texas exams. The bad news is that “passing” does not
equate to reaching a level of performance that positions a child to be ready for the rigor of reading, math, or science in subsequent grades. Only the advanced
level of performance, called “commended,” is comparable to true readiness for future success. We draw constant distinctions between “met standard” and
“commended” throughout this report.
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DATA UPDATE: Executive Summary

2009-2010| Change Since | Change Since
Score 2008-2009 2006-2007

Retention in Kindergarten 1.8% ' f

-0.2 pt -0.8 pt
Retention in Grade 1 5.9% f ‘t

-0.7 pt -1.7 pts
Retention in Grade 2 3.4% f f

-0.4 pt -1.4 pts
Retention in Grade 3 2.5% f t

-0.3pt -1.4 pts

2009-2010| Change Since | Change Since
Score 2008-2009 2006-2007
Grade 3 Reading ("Commended") 47% f ‘
3 pts 13 pts
Grade 3 Math ("Commended") 33% ‘ f
-4 pts 3 pts
Grade 5 Reading ("Commended") 33% f f
3pts 8 pts
Grade 5 Math ("Commended") 43% ‘ g
-3 pts p
Grade 3 Science ("Commended") 45% f f
2 pts 13 pts

all alliance
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DATA UPDATE: Executive Summary
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Goal 3: Ready for High School

2009-2010| Change Since | Change Since
Score 2008-2009 2006-2007
-2 pts
Grade 8 Reading ("Commended") 46% ‘
4pts
Grade 8 Math ("Commended") 25% — f
no change 7pts
Grade 8 Science ("Commended") 32% f

7 pts

Goal 4: Ready for College and Career

2009-2010| Change Since | Change Since
Score 2008-2009 2006-2007
Grade 11 Reading ("Commended") 33% mﬁe f
7 pts
-4 pts
Grade 11 Math ("Commended") 27% ‘ .
7 pts
. 5
Grade 11 Science ("Commended") 20% ‘
7 pts
High School Completion 79% ‘l.p: nﬁe
-5 pts -5 pts
SAT/ACT Test Taking 62% ‘ ‘
-2 pts -11 pts
SAT Average Score 992 ‘ ‘
Combined TAKS/SAT/ACT 50% g f
p 12 pts
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DATA UPDATE: Executive Summary

* | $ | =

St 52(70.3%) | 19 (25.7%) | 3 (4.1%)

SRS 03 (62.2%) 12 (32.4%) 2 (5.4%)

Solrdiclisss el 29 (78.4%) 7 (18.9%) 1 (2.7%)
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DATA UPDATE: How to Read The Data Charts

Scope

Percent of 5th Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard"for

All Kids Alliance published more than 30 indicators in the Math on TAKS Test (Spanish Version)

baseline 2010 Report to the Greater Houston community.

. . . . 100% ch i
This 2011 update constitutes the first annual revisit to those ° ;gﬁ:i;gce
indicators, looking at the current status and changes over time.

)
0,
61% s 63% 60% 5pts

56% 55%

Reporting Years 60% 57% 55%
TX
Each chart shows data reported by school districts to the Texas
Education Agency, either in their Lone Star Reports system or 0% G Ch;gg;_i;';ce
Academic Excellence Indicator System (AEIS). The data we
report in this update go back to the same baseline year as in 20% ‘

our 2010 Report — 2006-07 — and add the most recent year of -5pts
test results, 2009-10. 0%

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

Texas and Greater Houston

For each test and each year’s results, we publish the State of Texas results (yellow bars) and the results for Greater Houston (orange bars). In our
reports to date, “Greater Houston” is coterminous with the area covered by the Regional IV Education Service Center. This area currently comprises
seven counties, 53 school districts, and approximately 1.1 million school-age children.

Trends in the Greater Houston Data

Beginning with the 2011 update, we look at changes in test results for the children and youth in Greater Houston. We do this in two ways. First we do a
one year comparison, asking “how did our region’s children score on the 2009-10 assessments compared to the 2008-09 results?” Then we look at
difference between the most recent test results (for 2009-10) and the scores reported in the baseline year (2006-07). The results of these two
comparisons are reported with “up” and “down” arrows to the right of the data charts (or “neutral” markings, when we notice no change). We also report
the number of percentage points represented by the changes.

all alliance
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GOAL 1:

READY FOR

Retention in Kindergarten
Retention in Grade 1
Retention in Grade 2

Retention in Grade 3

all</-alliance
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GOAL 1: READY FOR

Retention in Kindergarten and Grade 1

Toddlers and very young children in the pre-
school range experience phenomenal growth:
mentally, physically, and socially. Their
futures as young people and adults depend
upon strong support systems during this
critical period of development.

At present, there are no assessments of
school readiness that are universally trusted
or uniformly employed across the Greater
Houston area.

For this reason, our Alliance Data Committee
recommended that we use a set of “proxy”
indicators — the percent of young children
“held back’ in Kindergarten and Grades 1-3 —
as a measure of lack of readiness for school.

In the charts on this and the previous page,
we treated any decrease in the percent of
children held back as a positive sign of
greater readiness for school.

all alliance
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2 6% 2.8% 2 6% b a5 EGrH
| I 21% 2.0% oo18%
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Percent of Children in 1st Grade Retained ("Held Back")
7.6%
7.1%
6.6%
5.9% 5.9%
e 5.5% 5.3%
1 m TX
®GrH
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
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Change since
2008-09

*

-0.2pt

Change since
2006-07

*

-0.8 pt

Change since
2008-09

*

-0.7 pt

Change since
2006-07

*

-1.7 pts



GOAL 1: READY FOR

Retention in Grade 2 and Grade 3

Percent of Children in 2nd Grade Retained ("Held Back")

. 8.0%

(See Introduction on page 14.) Change since
7.0% 2008-09
%
5.0% 8% - 0.4pt
4.0% mX
3.0% ECH Change since

2006-07
2.0%
1.0% '
-1.4 pts
0.0% ‘ '
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
Percent of Children in Grade 3 Retained ("Held Back")
8.0%
Change since
7.0% 2008-09
)
5.0% -0.3pt
3.9%
4.0% : L
3.0% mGrH Change since
2006-07
2.0%
1.0% '
-1.4pts
0.0%

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

alliance
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GOAL 2:

READY FOR

Grade 3 Reading & Math
Grade 5 Reading, Math & Science

all<|l a_lqunce
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GOAL 2: READY FOR

Grade 3 Reading/Language Arts

“Met Standard” on TAKS tests Percent of 3rd Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard"for
Reading/Language Arts on TAKS Test (English Version)
English and Spanish Versions 100% 93% 94% 93% 94% 93% 94% 92% 93% °";3§§j;;°"
-1pt

¥

TX
EGrH Change since
2006-07
-1pt

¥

80% _ _ _ _
A child’s ability to decode text, comprehend
written words, and read with speed and 60% - - | -
fluency are accepted as critical early
predictors of future academic success. 40% - - | -
In the Texas state assessment system,
reading and Language Arts (spelling, writing, 20% ' ' ' '
etc.) are available in English and Spanish 0

versions through Grade 5. We report on

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
results in both languages at the “met
standard” level in our Grade 3 and Grade 5
reports in this update. Percent of 3rd Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard"for
Children who “met standard” are commonly Reading/Language Artson TAKS Test (Spanish Version)
. 0% Change since
referrgd to as children who scored at a 100% a0% 92% 00% 92% a5, 8% 2008-09
“passing” level on these exams. Apts
80%
These charts show “passing” rates near or ’ ‘
above 90%, although the one- and three-year 0%
trends are slightly downward. . TX
A40% mGrH Change since
2006-07
20% -4 pts
0% '
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

all alliance
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GOAL 2: READY FOR

Grade 3 Reading/Language Arts

“ ” Percent of 3rd Grade Students At or Above "Commended”for
Commended” on TAKS tests S p—————
English and Spanish Versions Combined 100% Change since
2008-09

80% '

In the previous charts (p. 16), we reported the percent of 3pts

children in the 3rd grade who “met standard” on the reading 60%

exam — or “passed.” 45% 44% 45% AT% “TX

Texas standards for “passing” are lower that national standards o ki = o ' MGrH  changesince

for proficiency as measured by the National Assessment of 200607

Educational Progress (NAEP). L '

Performance on the TAKS 3rd grade reading exam that equates o . - 13pts

with “proficiency” requires a higher scale score that “met 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

standard.” The Texas Education Agency gives its label
“commended” to this equivalent of “proficient” performance.

The chart on this page shows the percent of children scoring at
the “commended” level in Grade 3 reading. Upward trends that
have registered over the one-year and three-year timeframes are
promising.

In 2009-10, while 93% of the children taking the English-
language version of the reading exam and 88% taking the
Spanish version “passed” this assessment, only 47% of the 3rd
grade children scored at a level high enough to be considered
“ready” for reading and language arts in the 4th grade and
beyond.

all alliance
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GOAL 2: READY FOR

Grade 3 Math
“ » Percent of 3rd Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard"for
Met Standard” on TAKS tests Math on TAKS Test (English Version)
English and Spanish Versions 100% Change since
00 B83% 539, 85% 849, 86% 86% 87% 2008-09
80% | | { | | '
Success in mathematics in the lower grades Lt
predicts readiness for pre-Algebra and 60% - - | - |
advanced mathematics in middle and high TX
school. A0% - - | - - mGrH Change since
) S 2006-07
Math is fundamental to participation in our
increasingly technological world. 20% ' ' | ' | '
Children who “met standard” are commonly 0% Apts
referred to as children who scored at a 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
“passing” level on these exams.
These charts show “passing” rates in an 5 ¢ of 3rd GradeStudents At of Ab Met Standard"
. o ercent of 3rd Grade Students At or Above " ndard"for
upward trend and approaching 90% for Math on TAKS Test (Spanish Version)
children taking the math exam in English.
. . . 100% Change since
However, for children taking the exam in 2008-09

82%

Spanish, scores are flat, hovering around a 77% 79%

81% 82%
80% 73% % | | 73%
level ten points below the English-language ‘
level. 3pts
TX
A0% | I I I I mGrH Change since
2006-07
20% _ _ _ _ _ ‘
-2 pts
0%

all alliance
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GOAL 2: READY FOR

Grade 3 Math
“Commended” on TAKS tests

English and Spanish Versions Combined

[About performance levels labeled “met
standard” (or "passing”) vs. “commended,”
see the SPECIAL NOTE on page 9 or the
discussion on page 17.]

In 2009-10, while 87% of the children taking
the English-language version of the math
exam and 79% taking the Spanish version
“passed” this assessment, only 33% of the
3rd grade children scored at a level high
enough to be considered “ready” for math in
the 4th grade and beyond.

all alliance
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100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Percent of 3rd Grade Students At or Above "Commended"for

Math on TAKS Test

Change since
2008-09

-4 pts

¥

X
36% 37% .
31% 32% 31% 33% mGrH Change since
283 50% 2006-07
3pts
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
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GOAL 2: READY FOR

Grade 5 Reading/Language Arts

“ »” Percent of 5th Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard” for
Met Standard” on TAKS tests Reading/Language Artson TAKS Test (English Version)

EnglISh and Spanish Versions 100% T T 90% 91% 89% 90% 99% 92% Ch;gg:s;;ce
A child’s ability to decode text, comprehend 2pts
written words, and read with speed and 60% | | -
fluency are accepted as critical early TX
predictors of future academic success. A0% - | - mGrH Change since
In the Grade 5 Texas state assessment 200607
system, reading and Language Arts (spelling, 20% ' ' ' '
writing, etc.) continue to be assessed in 3pts
English and Spanish. We report on results in 0%
) 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

both languages at the “met standard” level in
these charts.
These charts show “passing” rates trending Percent of 5th Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard" for
upward and above 90% for children taking the Reading/Language Arts on TAKS Test (Spanish Version)
English version of the reading/language arts 100% Change since

a6% 88% 2008-09

exam but falling below 80% for children taking 84% 84% 83% 83%

-4 pts

. . 82% 79%
the Spanish version. 80% - - . . . . ‘
60% . . . . . _
X
A40% I I { I { I mGrH Change since
2006-07
20% | | | | | | -9pts
0%

all alliance
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GOAL 2: READY FOR

Grade 5 Reading/Language Arts

“ ” Percent of 5th GradeStudents At or Above "Commended" for
Commended” on TAKS tests Reading/Language Artson TAKS Test
English and Spanish Versions Combined 100% Change since
2008-09
80% '
[About performance levels labeled “met 3pts
standard” (or "passing”) vs. “commended,” 60%
see the SPECIAL NOTE on page 9 or the X
discussion on page 17.] 40% 33% 33% mGrH Change since
25% 25% 29%29% Shoihs 2006-07
20% | | | | | | '
In 2009-10, while 92% of the children taking
the English-language version of the reading 0% Bpts
exam and 79% taking the Spanish version 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

“passed” this assessment, only 33% of the
5th grade children scored at a level high
enough to be considered “ready” for reading/
language arts beyond the 5th grade.
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GOAL 2: READY FOR

Grade 5 Math
“ » Percent of 5th Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard" for
Met Standard” on TAKS tests Math on TAKS Test (English Version)

English and Spanish Versions 100% 91% 92% 00% 91% 91% 92% 92% 93% cn;gg;_s(:;ce
)

Success in mathematics in the lower grades 1pt

predicts readiness for pre-Algebra and 60%

advanced mathematics in middle and high X

school. 40% mGrH Change since

2006-07

Math is fundamental to participation in our

increasingly technological world. 20% '

. 1pt
Children who “met standard” are commonly 0% g
referred to as children who scored at a 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
“passing” level on these exams.

These charts show “passing” rates in an
uoward trend and exceeding 90% for children Percent of 5th Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard"for
P g 90% Math on TAKS Test (Spanish Version)
taking the math exam in English. However, )
. . . . 100% Change since
for children taking the exam in Spanish, 2008-09
scores are declining, situated more than 30

. 80% '
points below the current level of performance Eei
on the English-language exam. 61% 6% so% 5pts

g guag 60% 57% 55% 56% 55%
' n TX

A0% mGrH Change since
2006-07

20% .,

-5 pts
0% s )
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
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GOAL 2: READY FOR

Grade 5 Math
“Commended” on TAKS tests

English and Spanish Versions Combined

[About performance levels labeled “met
standard” (or "passing”) vs. “commended,”
see the SPECIAL NOTE on page 9 or the
discussion on page 17.]

In 2009-10, while 93% of the children taking
the English-language version of the math
exam “passed” and 60% taking the Spanish
version also “passed” this assessment, only
43% of the 5th grade children scored at a
level high enough to be considered “ready” for
math beyond the 5th grade.
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100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Percent of 5th Grade Students At or Above "Commended" for

Math on TAKS Test
Change since
2008-09
-3 pts
449, 46% : = TX
39% 40% 30% 41% 42% 43%

— —— r = mGrH Change since
2006-07
3pts

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
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GOAL 2: READY FOR

Grade 5 Science

“ ” Percent of 5th Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard" for
Met Standard” on TAKS tests Science on TAKS Test (English Version)
English and Spanish Versions 100% Change since
84% 85% 88% 89% 2008-09
81% 82%
30% 7% T7% _ [ | _ '
Science is tested in the Texas assessment apts
system for the first time in Grade 5. 60% - . | . |
X
Because science is important in the
advancement of knowledge, in general, and in 40% ' ' | ' ' = GrH c";(')‘g‘;_s(;';ce
technological applications, in particular, we
report science results in the 5th, 8th, and 20% ' ' | ' | '
11th grades in our indicator system. 12pts
. . . 0%
As with reading and math, science exams are 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
administered in English-language and Spanish
-language versions in Grade 5.
“ Percent of 5th Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard" for
These charts show.performanc-e at “met Science on TAKS Test (Spanish Version)
standard” or “passing.” There is a strong
. . . 100% Change since
upward trend in the English-version results, 2008-09
approaching 90%. However, while it is rising,
performance on the Spanish-language exam 80% '
is only half as strong. 5pts
60% 1% -~
45%
39% 37% 43% 0% _
A0% 35% 309 { | | mGrH Change since
2006-07
20% | | | | | | '
6 pts
0%
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
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GOAL 2: READY FOR

Grade 5 Science
“Commended” on TAKS tests

English and Spanish Versions Combined

[About performance levels labeled “met
standard” (or "passing”) vs. “commended,”
see the SPECIAL NOTE on page 9 or the
discussion on page 17.]

In 2009-10, while 89% of the children taking
the English-language version of the science
exam and 45% taking the Spanish version
“passed” this assessment, only 45% of the
5th grade children taking either language
version of the science exam scored at a level
high enough to be considered “ready” for
science beyond the 5th grade.

all alliance
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0%
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Change since
2008-09

*

2 pts

42% 43% 44% 45% B

mGrH Change since
2006-07

*

13 pts

37% 37%
319% 32%
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GOAL 3:

READY FOR

Grade 8 Reading, Math & Science
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GOAL 3: READY FOR

Grade 8 Reading/English Language Arts
Percent of 8th Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard” for

13 ” [1] ”
Met Standard” and “Commended Reading/English Language Arts on TAKS Test
100% 95% 95% 95% 96% 95% 95% Change since
on TAKS tests 9% 90% roos.00
-1pts
80% -
In Grade 8, the reading/language arts exam is ‘
given only in the English language. 60% '
TX
At this grade level, ability to read not only
' ) A0% I mGrH Change since
affects a student’s general capacity to expand 2006-07
his or her knowledge, but it correlates with
. . 20% -
performance in math and science when those '
subjects are tested through assessment items 5pts
. . . 0%
written in narrative form. 200607 2007-08 200809 2009-10
The charts on this page show “passing” rates
trending upward to 95% . “Commended”
rates, however, are at a level of 46% — less Percent of 8th Grade Students At or Above "Commended” for
than half the “passing” rates. Reading/English Language Artson TAKS Test
100% Change since
2008-09
-2 pts
80% ‘

60%
51% 51%
[About performance levels labeled “met 48% 48% 46% 46%

i 42% 42%
standard” (or "passing”) vs. “commended,” 40% . mGrH Change since
see the SPECIAL NOTE on page 9 or the 2006-07
discussion on page 17.] 20% '
4 pts
0%
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GOAL 3: READY FOR

Grade 8 Math
Percent of 8th Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard” for
“Met Standard” and “Commended” Math on TAKS Test
on TAKS tests 100% 50% Change since
s 55 84% 85% 87% 2008-09
80% . 73% [ { I | I '
In Grade 8, the math exam is given only in the 4pts
English language. 60% ' ' | ' | '
X
At this level, math performance predicts 20% _ _ _ | _ _ = GrH Change since
future success in pre-Algebra and the more 2006-07
advanced forms of math in secondary school. 00% _ _ _ _ _ _ |
These charts show “passing” rates 16 pts
approaching 90%. “Commended” rates, while 0%
trending upward, are at the very low level of 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
25%.
Percent of 8th Grade Students At or Above "Commended" for
Math on TAKS Test
100% Change since
2008-09
80% I
no change
60%
[About performance levels labeled “met X
standard” (or "passing”) vs. “commended,” 40% = Gr H Change since
see the SPECIAL NOTE on page 9 or the 2006-07

219 22% 249 25% 239 25%

discussion on page 17.] 0% 17% 18% _ | | _ | '
0%
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GOAL 3: READY FOR

Grade 8 Science
“Met Standard” and “Commended”

on TAKS tests

In Grade 8, the science exam is given only in
the English language.

At this level, science performance begins to
correlate with reading and math and predicts
future success in high-school-level science.

These charts show “passing” rates have
trended strongly upward, reaching 80%.
“Commended” rates, while also trending
upward, are at the very low level of 32%.

[About performance levels labeled “met
standard” (or "passing”) vs. “commended,”
see the SPECIAL NOTE on page 9 or the
discussion on page 17.]
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100%

80%
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Percent of 8th Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard” for

Science on TAKS Test
T4% 7% 9%
72%
68% T71%
60% 59%
TX
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

Percent of 8th Grade Students At or Above "Commended" for
Scienceon TAKS Test

1D

30% 32% mGrH

22% 23% 24% 25%

17% 17% I

2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010
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Change since
2008-09

*

6 pts

Change since
2006-07

*
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Change since
2008-09

*

7 pts

Change since
2006-07

*
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GOAL 4-:
READY FOR

Grade 11 Reading, Math & Science
High School Completion
SAT/ACT Test Taking and Scores

“College Ready” Composites
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GOAL 4: READY FOR

Grade 11 Reading/English Language Arts
“Met Standard” and “Commended”

on TAKS tests

Results on Grade 11 exams must be set in
context: the numbers reflect the performance
of those students who have not dropped out.

Grade 11 results at the “commended” level
are a strong predictor of success in college —
particularly enrollment in credit bearing
college English courses.

Since our baseline year, trends at the “met
standard” or “passing” level show stable
performance, at or above 90%.

“Commended” performance has also trended
upward, but its current level is flat over the
past two years and situated at 33%.

[About performance levels labeled “met
standard” (or "passing”) vs. “commended,”
see the SPECIAL NOTE on page 9 or the
discussion on page 17.]
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100%

80%
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0%

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Percent of 11th Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard” for
Reading/English Language Arts on TAKS Test

90% 90%

009 92%

92% 93%

939% 94%

TX
mGrH
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
Percent of 11th Grade Students At or Above "Commended" for
Reading /English Language Artson TAKS Test
TX
319, 33% 399, 33% mGrH
25% 26% 209 22%
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
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Change since
2008-09

*

1pts

Change since
2006-07

*

4 pts

Change since
2008-09

no change

Change since
2006-07

*
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GOAL 4: READY FOR

Grade 11 Math
“Met Standard” and “Commended”

on TAKS tests

Results on Grade 11 exams must be set in
context: the numbers reflect the performance
of those students who have not dropped out.

Grade 11 results at the “commended” level
are a strong predictor of success in college —
particularly enroliment in credit bearing
college math courses.

Since our baseline year, trends at the “met
standard” or “passing” level show strong
upward movement — now situated at 90%.

“Commended” performance, however, has
stalled at a the low level of 27%.

[About performance levels labeled “met
standard” (or "passing”) vs. “commended,”
see the SPECIAL NOTE on page 9 or the
discussion on page 17.]
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100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Percent of 11th Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard" for
Math on TAKS Test

89% 90%
80% 80% 799 81% 81% 83%
TX
I i I | mGrH
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

Percent of 11th Grade Students At or Above "Commended" for

Math on TAKS Test
5 TX
mGrH
31%
249 21% 2 25% 27%
19% 20% =4 - ‘
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

34
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GOAL 4: READY FOR

Grade 11 Science

“Met Standard” and “Commended” Percent of 11th Grade Students At or Above "Met Standard” for

Science on TAKS Test
on TAKS tests 100% 91% 93% Change since
” 85% 87% . 2008-09
82
goy% = 1ih (SR o i | t
Results on Grade 11 exams must be set in 6 pts
context: the numbers reflect the performance 60%
of those students who have not dropped out. i
40% mGrH Change since
Grade 11 results at the “commended” level 2006-07
are a strong predictor of readiness for college- i
level science courses. '
. . 15 pts
Since our baseline year, trends at the “met 0% L . S
standard” or “passing” level show strong 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

upward movement — now situated at 93%.

Commended” performance has also trended Percent of 11th GradeStudents At or Above "Commended" for
upward, but it is situated at the extremely low Science on TAKS Test

level of 20%.

100% Change since
2008-09
-1pt
[About performance levels labeled “met 60%
standard” (or "passing”) vs. “commended,” 0 TX
see the SPECIAL NOTE on page 9 or the 240% nGri Change since
discussion on page 17.] 2006-07
19% 21% 18% 20%
0,
20% 119 13% 19% 14% 5 '
H nl
0% — ‘ » - - —
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
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GOAL 4: READY FOR

High School Completion

Percent of 9th Grade Students Completing High School
in Four Years

Completion of high school is an important indicator of ;5
future potential in college and career. It is measured

in this chart as the percent of each 9th grade cohort 20% 80% 79% 78% 77% 79% 78% 81% 79%
who persisted through the 12th grade and graduated
with a high school diploma. 60%
This indicator comes with two caveats. ™
. . 40% mGrH
First, the numbers reported by the Texas Education
Agency are based on data supplied by school districts.
School districts have not traditionally verified the 20%
reasons given by those parents and guardians who
0%

have dis-enrolled their students. Thus, whether
students have (1) re-enrolled in other public or private
schools inside or outside of Texas or (2) are being “home
schooled” cannot be confirmed. For this reason, some
organizations that report high school completion believe that
the true numbers are below those reported here.

2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10

The second reason that these numbers must be read with
caution is that they do not reflect the degree to which those
students who remained in high school and received their
diplomas were ready for work or post-secondary education
upon graduation.

In the end, high school completion rate has been flat since our
baseline year, 2006-07, hovering just below 80% in Greater
Houston.
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GOAL 4: READY FOR

SAT/ACT Test Taking
SAT Average Scores

Performance on college entrance exams, such as
the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and American
College Test (ACT), are predictors of success in
post-secondary education.

The act of sitting for either exam can be read as a
marker of interest in college-going. This
interpretation, however, must be tempered given
the fact that community colleges do not require
the reporting of SAT or ACT results for admission.

Given a significant rise in the number of first time
in college freshman gaining admission to post-
secondary education through the community
college, we may have an explanation for the
steady, if not declining, trend in our data, with
fewer than two-thirds of 11th graders sitting for
either exam in 2009-10.

Since the percent of all students taking the SAT
and ACT exams is declining , one would expect the
average score to increase, on the assumption that
greater proportions of better prepared, university-
bound students were taking the exams.

This appears not to be the case.

all alliance
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GOAL 4: READY FOR

“College Ready” in
Percent of 12th Grade Students "College Ready”

English/Language Arts and Math in English/Language Arts (Exit-level TAKS + SAT/ACT)
Exit-Level TAKS + SAT/ACT 100% Change since
2008-09
)
The Texas Education Agency constructs a 59% 60% 62% 64% apts
composite “college readiness” score. These 60% ags, 50% 499 51% Tx
“readiness” measures require
40% mGrH Change since
e 2200 scale scores in English/Language 2006-07
Arts and Math on the exit-level TAKS 0%
exams, .
14 pts
e arating of “3” or higher on the English 0%
essay, 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
e minimum scores of 500 on the Critical
Reading and Math portions of the SAT Percent of 12th Grade Students "Collese Ready”
with a minimum 1070 total score in Math (Exit-level TAKS + SAT/ACT)
e minimum scores of 19 on the English and 100% Change since
Math portions of the ACT with a minimum 2008-09
23 composite score. 80% '
Results on both indicators have risen steadily - 569 59% 589 60% 60% %% 3pts
over the past four years with just under two- 60% 52% x
thirds of the 11th graders in Greater Houston o
. hange si
reaching the “college ready” level on at least 40% =GrH ;ggzs;;ce
one of the measures.
)
8 pts
0%
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10
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GOAL 4: READY FOR

“College Ready” in

In Both Subject Areas:
English/Language Arts and Math
Exit-Level TAKS + SAT/ACT

The ultimate predictor of readiness in the
Texas Education Agency indicator system
would be performance at a “ready” level in
both composite areas, English and Math.

Here, too, we see strong upward trends over
four years, from a 38% level in 2006-07 to
50% in 2009-10 for students in Greater
Houston.

These combined results, however, are at least
13 points below performance in each
individual exam.
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A SINGLE INDICATOR OF SUCCESS

All Kids Alliance has
added a single

«msonee  @UIF COast P-16 Pipeline...

of persistence in a 7th

grade cohort.

7th grade students in 100 86 66 54 19

the Gulf South are Students Students Students Students of the original 100 earned a
tracked, year by year,

Grade

Oth Grade higher education credential

H.S. Diploma

to see if they remain
enrolled in Texas
public schools, earning
a high school diploma
by standard
graduation or by GED

examination. 1 = 15

Lost 14 Certificate ;
Then, members of the Lost 12 Bachelors

cohort are followed
into post-secondary |
certificate and , : ‘ $43,281
academic degree i ‘

programs. $ 34,259 -
Finally, they are i) '-»_ | $ 30,080 ’
monitored for
completion of a ! ;
credential within a $ 20,216
reasonable period of
time.

As this graphic shows,
Greater Houston’s

results are alarming. a” allial‘lce
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